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Pennsylvania S3DA Archer Celebrates One-Year Anniversary
With Championship Following Cancer Diagnosis

Williamsburg, KY — Palmyra Sportsmen’s Association, located in central Pennsylvania, hosted the
2021 PA S3DA Indoor Target State Championship with over 50 archers from across the state
meeting to compete. Archers and their families were required to follow COVID facility guidelines,
but everyone was very excited to be able to participate in the state tournament. Trent Rutt, a
member of Reading Archery Club, shot his personal best in the Youth Bowhunter Compound Class
to take first place but there’s more to Trent’s story than just a podium finish. You see, while
archers and their families have been dealing with COVID, Trent Rutt and his family have been
experiencing so much more than just a pandemic.

st place finish

In August 2019, Trent was diagnosed with a rare liver cancer called Hepatoblastoma (cancer found
in children usually under 5) and Hepatocellular cancer (found in teens and adults). He was
admitted to Hershey Children’s Hospital and endured several 48-hour admissions where he
underwent three rounds of chemo leading up to a liver resection on December 11th, 2019.
Following his surgery, Trent had to undergo three more rounds of chemo but they were outpatient,
so at least he did not have to stay overnight.

When talking with Trent's mother, Ashley, she said that their plan was to send Trent back to
school following Easter break, but then COVID hit and all the schools were shut down. People like
Trent with underlying medical conditions were more susceptible to severe COVID symptoms, so
Trent spent his entire 6th grade year at home and Ashley took on a new role, Trent’s teacher.
Trent went to his last chemo treatment on March 6th, 2020. His friend, Landon, encouraged him to
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join the local archery club and Trent did. He began shooting for Reading Archery in August 2020.

The Pennsylvania S3DA State Championship happened to fall on the one-year anniversary of
Trent's last chemo treatment. While Ashley was incredibly happy, she was also emotional, and
stated, “Having Trent get back to an after-school activity has really helped him build his confidence
and has gotten him back to feeling like a normal kid. It has helped him ease back into being a part
of a group. Trent has always enjoyed sports and enjoyed being a part of a team. The cancer really
made him cautious. When he was cleared to return to physical activity, he was leery about rejoining
any team, for fear he would get hurt. Archery has been that confidence booster that he needed to
help him find his strength again. Archery has also given Trent and his Dad another outdoor activity
to bond over. In fact, one huge bright spot for the year happened on December 11th, 2020, when
Trent was able to harvest a 4-point buck with his gun.”

Every year a new generation of archers line up at the shooting line, and while we have no idea
what they may be going through or what is on their mind, we can all relate to the enthusiasm and
spirit that each child brings to the competition. For Trent, there is no more chemo and many fewer
follow up appointments. Fast forward to today when Trent is now able to go to school and be a
normal 13-year-old boy. As many are aware, having archery to concentrate on can help get you
through a very tough time, Trent is proof of that.
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Bohning Archery is a proud sponsor of Scholastic 3-D Archery.

About the S3DA Organization

Scholastic 3-D Archery (S3DA) is a unique, family-oriented youth archery program which has
grown exponentially across the United States as a next-step initiative to follow introductory archery
programs. The mission of the Scholastic

3-D Archery program is to foster, educate and guide youth in the areas of 3-D, indoor target, and
outdoor target archery as well as safe, ethical bowhunting practices. The goal of the S3DA program
is to provide archery and bowhunting opportunities to youth in after-school settings, as well as with
archery-affiliated clubs and businesses in the community. S3DA students participate in 3-D and
target archery using compound and traditional archery equipment. Students can patrticipate at local,
regional, state, and national archery events and earn college scholarships from colleges and
universities across the United States. S3DA addresses the need for a program to bridge beginning
target archery experience and more advanced activities such as 3-D shooting and bowhunting. The
program currently operates across the United States with hundreds of certified coaches serving
thousands of young archers, grades 3-12.

Contact the Scholastic 3-D Archery National Office at:
www.s3da.org or 225 North 3rd Street, Williamsburg, KY 40769, Ph: 606.524.3685
Media contact Kayla Bolton at kayla@s3da.org, Ph: 423.494.2204
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